
Emőd Veress  
emod.veress@icloud.com  
 
1 Department of Private Law, Ferenc Mádl Institute of Comparative Law, Budapest, Hungary 
2 Department of Law, Sapientia Hungarian University of Transylvania, Cluj-Napoca, Romania 

Emőd Veress1,2 

Language and Law in Multiethnic Societies: The Case of Transylvania 

 

Abstract  

Transylvania is a multiethnic society that was part of the Hungarian legal space for centuries. Still, after 

the WWI, this territory became part of Romania, alongside with a signifcant number of Hungarian-

speaking minority population. What happened with Hungarian as a legal language after the annexation 

of Transylvania to Romania? The article deals with the history and current status of Hungarian legal 

language in Romania, emphasizing the frequent contradictions between legal texts and realities, the 

importance of political context, and fuctuations in the minority rights. The focus is on two problems: 

the language of legal education and the language of the court proceedings. There are arguments 

brought to prove the conditionality between these two at the intersection of history of legal education 

and minority rights.  
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